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The History of Maria Agusta Bettencourt, and Custodio Ramos, as told my their daughter, Lidwina Ramos Harrington on March 1993.

Our father, Custodio Ramos, had one sister and two brothers.  Maria married Ramiro Bettencourt.  They moved to America and settled in CA.  Joaõ and Jose lived in Graciosa.  
The family of our father, Custodio Ramos, lived in Brazil for a period of time.  Our father, Custodio was born in Rio de Janeiro.  The family eventually returned to Graciosa Azores.
During World War I both Joaõ and Jose served in the military service of Portugal.  Jose drowned while on active duty.  Joaõ was given a furlough and allowed to visit his parents.  When his father saw Joaõ walking to his home, alone, his father was so distraught that two sons left for the military and only one returned home that he suffered a heart attack and died.  

Our maternal grandparents Joaõ Bettencourt and Francisca had three children, Maria Augusta, Maria Francisca and Francisco.  They lived I Graciosa, Azores.  When our mother Maria Augusta was born, her mother was taken seriously ill.  Our mother’s father, Joaõ Bettencourt placed her in the home of Maria Mendonca, who took in Children to board to help support her family.  It was supposed to be a temporary arrangement but her father never went back for our mother and also stopped paying her board but Maria Mendonca never stopped caring for our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt.  

Our mother, Maria Augusta’s, father eventually abandoned his family.  That meant that our grandmother’s two brothers Augusto and Francisco had to assume the burden of supporting their sister and her three children.  There were no social services agencies in Graciosa.  

When our mother, Maria Augusta, was 8 years old, her uncle went to Maria Mendonca’s house and took our mother away and placed in the home of Joaquim Tristaõ da Cunha who had been sent by Portugal to govern the island of Graciosa.  
Our mother was placed there to serve as a kitchen maid, to clean house, to cook and to do whatever chores needed to be done.  Later our mother cared for their two children, a boy and a girl.  For all this work she was paid a half crown each month.  Once a month her uncle came to collect the half crow and most of the time he didn’t bother to see our mother at all.   

When our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt was 15 years old, Maria Mendonca’s brother-in-law, Manual Silva, who had been living in New Bedford, MA USA for many years, returned to Graciosa to bring his sister-in-law and her children to New Bedford.  Maria Mendonca could not leave Graciosa without taking “her Maria” with her.  “Her Maria” was our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt.  Manuel Silva booked passage for our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt along with Maria Mendonca’s family and sponsored all of them for a new life in New Bedford, MA USA.
Our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt arrived in Boston on July 8, 1907 aboard the White Star Line Ship, “Romanic.”

Manuel Silva had rented and furnished a tenement on Orchard Street in New Bedford for Maria Mendonca and her family.  

Our mother went to work in a cotton mill in New Bedford as an apprentice weaver.  She paid her board each week and saved her money, spending none on herself until she had saved enough money to pay her “Uncle” for her passage to America.  Manuel Silva was so pleased because Maria was so eager to pay him back.  
In the transition from Graciosa to New Bedford Maria Mendonca’s name was somehow changed to Maria Mendoza, which will be used in all future references in this document.  Maria Mendoza had several children of her own.  This was the family that our mother, Maria Augusta Bettencourt knew and loved.   She had never lived with her biological family in Graciosa, Azores.
One morning Maria Mendoza, while still in Graciosa, awoke to find a baby on her doorstep.  She never knew who the child’s parents were or who left her o the doorstep.  She named the baby girl, Claudia and brought up our mother and Claudia as her own children.  She brought Claudia America with the family also.
Maria Mendoza’s natural children were Joseph, Rose, Laura, Philip, and Maria.  Maria Mendoza’s older sister Anna was married to Manuel Silva.  They had come to New Bedford many years earlier.  He had learned the trade of barber in Graciosa. 
 In New Bedford, he operated the barbershop at the New Bedford Hotel and had seven Barbers working for him.  His was the first barber shop in New Bedford to employ a female manicurist.  

As the turn of the 20th century New Bedford was one of the richest cities in the world.  New Bedford’s wealth was derived form the Whaling industry and later from textiles.  The New Bedford Hotel was a grand establishment well known though out the area.  Manuel Silva’s barber shop catered to the clientele that frequented the New Bedford Hotel.  

Joseph Mendoza had been brought to New Bedford by his aunt an uncle, Anna and Manuel Silva on one of their earlier trips to Graciosa.   

Manuel arranged for Joseph to be hired as an apprentice at the Pairpoint Corporation a maker of fine glass in New Bedford.  Joseph became an accomplished etcher of glass and worked at the Pairpoint for many years.  
Joseph married Rose Francis who was our father, Custodio Ramos’s, first cousin.  They had one son, Edward.  Edward was a talented pianist and played piano with the big bands of the 1930’s traveling throughout the country with the big bands.  
He was stricken with appendicitis on tour, was operated on and then came home to New Bedford to recuperate.  He failed to regain his health and died at home.

Our father, Custodio Ramos, had an aunt named Custodia who lived in New Bedford.  She looked very much like our paternal grandfather, Joaõ Sousa Ramos, and I always suspected that Custodio was named after her.  She had 3 daughters:  Rose, who was married to Joseph Mendoza, the parents of Edward.  Carolina, was married to Jacinto Tavares, a carpenter.  They had five children.  Mary was married to Harry Queen.  Harry was a Jewish boy whose father owned a pawnshop in New Bedford.  His Jewish parents and her Catholic parents were vehemently opposed to a marriage between them.  Mary and Harry eloped.  They returned to New Bedford.  Harry’s parents allowed him to return to the family business after Mary embraced the Jewish Faith.  Mary’s mother never forgave her for having married Harry.  Mary and Harry had 2 sons:  Jason went into the family business, Edward enlisted in the Army Air Corps at the beginning of World War II and became a fighter pilot.  He lost his life when his plane was shot down over Germany.

Another cousin of our father was Maria Mendoza.  I do not know her maiden name or who her parents were.  She was married to Phillip Mendoza another one of our mother, Maria Augusta’s “foster brothers.”  They had two children, Eva and Walter.   Eva married Manuel Cunha  they had one son named Walter.   Walter Mendoza married Hilda Vieira,  They had eight children.

Another cousin of our father, Custodio Ramos, was Manuel Espinola.  I do not know who his parents were.  He was married to Maria Mendoza our mother’s foster sister.  They had four children.  

Defina – deceased

Evelyn – deceased

Albert 

Elsia

Our mother’s biological sister Maria Francisco married Manuel Sylvia in Graciosa.  They came to New Bedford several years after or mother.  They had three children.  
Maria the oldest, everyone calls her Mamie.  She was born in Graciosa and came to New Bedford with her parents when she was two years old.  Mamie married Antonio Tavares in New Bedford.  They had two children, a daughter Dolores and a son Thomas.   

Arthur was born in New Bedford he married Germaine Germano.  They had two children Wayne and Nancy.  

Zulmira was born in New Bedford on March 17, 1928.  The day after our father died Zulmira married Alfred Pacheco.  They had two children, Michael and Cynthia.  

Our Mother’s biological brother was named Franisco.  He was the youngest of the 3 children.  Our mother remembered that he was the only one who came to say “Goodbye” to our mother when she left Graciosa to come to America.  Neither our grandmother nor our mother’s sister nor our mother’s two uncles bothered to bid our mother goodbye. 

Francisco remained  Graciosa.  He married and had six children.  Some of his children came to America in the early 1960’s.  A daughter and her family are living in Lowell, MA.  Other family members are living in Montreal, Canada.

My first recollection of where our family lived was at 106 Sagamore Street in New Bedford.  Our father worked at Morse Twist Drill and Machine Company.  Our parents had bought 2 house lots on the corner of Allen Street in New Bedford across from what is now the office of St John’s Cemetery.  They had planned to build a house there.  Pa used to plant vegetables on the lots and spent every Saturday, weather permitting working on the garden.   He always took Albert and me with him.   Ma would stay home taking care of Eddie who was a baby at the time.
When I was I first grade at the Dunbar School, which must have been in 1918, Pa decided to but a farm.  They bought a 65 acre farm on Division Road in Dartmouth.  The farm 

Was well supplied with tools and equipment but no cattle.  Pa bought 6 cows, 2 horses and many chickens. 

The day we moved from 106 Sagamore Street to the farm on Division Road, Ma and Pa’s friends were crying to se us go. The farm was 10 miles from New Bedford and they knew it would be a long time before they saw Ma or Pa again.  The furniture was loaded on a big wagon drawn by two horses.  Pa rode with the driver of the big wagon.  There was a smaller wagon drawn by one horse.  All the food and supplies went on the small wagon.  Pa had bought 50 LB bags of flour and sugar.  There were lots of potatoes, which Pa harvested from his planting at the lots on Allen Street.  Ma, Albert, Eddie and I traveled in the small wagon.

When we arrived at the farm, the movers set up the stove first so Ma could prepare food.  It took a long time to travel the 10 miles on those wagons and I guess everyone was hungry.  Looking back now, we were 1918 pioneers starting a new life on the farm.  The first visitors we had from New Bedford came when Mr. Cambra bought a “Model T Ford”  some time later.  

The farm was a lot of work.  At first Pa had a  live-in hired man, Albert Coutinho.  He was  widower with 3 children and Ma had the added burden of caring for his children.  He left to get married.  Pa then hired Joaõ Vasconcellis who had just come to America from Graciosa.  He lived in also.   After a few years Joaõ left to go to work in the mill in New Bedford.  Ma and Pa worked the farm together but it was too much for them.  Pa Decided he would try to get a smaller farm.  Around 1925, Pa bought the farm on Faunce Corner Road in North Dartmouth. 
This farm was not well equipped like the farm on Division Road.  Pa had to buy the farm implements as well as the cows and one horse.  Pa felt he could work this farm alone so Ma went to work as a weaver at the Dartmouth Mill in New Bedford.  A neighbor who also worked in the mills drove Ma to work.  

 Pa was always at home when we got home from school and Ma would hurry to get supper ready when she got home from the mill.   
On Friday, March 16, 1928 Pa was not around when we got home from school.  When Ma got home from work she hurried and got supper ready but there was still no sign of Pa.  After a while we started telephoning all the neighbors but nobody had seen Pa.  A little later we saw four lanterns going through the pasture to the woods.  Morton Dunham, Will, George, and Charlie Allen had gone to look for Pa.  After a while one lantern came back though the pasture.  It was Dunham.  He told Ma they had found Pa dead in the woods.  It seems Pa had been cutting brush and burning it in an effort to enlarge the pasture.  Will Allen had seen the fire early in the afternoon and thought nothing of it because he knew Pa was burning brush.  Later he thought the fire was getting out of control so he called the Fire Department.   The firemen came and put out the fire but nobody saw Pa.   

Pa had been sitting under a tree away from the fire leaning against a tree trunk.  The Medical Examiner said Pa died instantly of a massive heart attack.  He figured Pa was dead before the firemen came to put out the fire.  That night was a nightmare for Ma and all of us.  Nobody had any supper.   The police chief came to investigate the death.  He was an insensitive oaf.  He summoned the firemen and questioned them about the fire.  After the Medical Examiner left, Dunham and the firemen brought Pa’s body in and laid it on the couch in the sitting room.  Pa looked as though he was asleep.  Ma phoned the Cambra’s and Mr. Cambra came up and called the undertaker
In those days there were no funeral homes.  The undertaker took Pa’s body away for embalming and brought it back for the next day.  Wakes were held at home and Pa was laid out in the parlor.  The custom then was to accompany the bereaved around the clock until the funeral.  Relatives and friends stayed in shifts all day and all night so Ma would not be alone.  They brought food and did the cooking.  Meals send to be served throughout the day and night.  I remember finding it very difficult to get any rest.  It was a difficult time in our lives.  

When Eddie was 8 or 9 years old one of his classmates at the Job S. Gidley School in North Dartmouth, broke into a construction shed on Old Westport Road and stole a tin box of dynamite caps which he distributed to his 3rd grade class mates.  He gave Eddie 2 dynamite caps telling him they were fire crackers.  

It was springtime and Albert and Eddie had been instructed by Pa to pull weeds from the strawberry bed when they got home from school.   Eddie must have taken a match from the kitchen because when he saw Pa arrive from work, he decided to light one of the “Firecrackers”  The resulting explosion threw Eddie to the ground.   Pa was in the drive way when he heard the explosion.  He ran to the garden and was devastated when he saw Eddie’s hand.  Eddie had been holding the dynamite cap between his thumb, index and middle fingers of his left hand.  The explosion shattered the two fingers and his thumb.  
A neighbor drove Eddie and Pa to St. Lukes Hospital.  Eddie lost his thumb and two fingers below the second joint so that all he had left was three little stubs.  He also had powder burns on his face and some damage to his eyes.  He wore very thick glasses for the rest of his life.  

The day after Eddies accident the Police Chief and the school Principal, Mr. Gallagher, rounder up all the students who had been given the dynamite caps and collected al the caps.  No other student had lighted or exploded the caps.  

In July 1968, Ma went to California to visit Albert, Eddie Manny and their families.  She had visited several times before.  While there she had a stroke and was hospitalized at the hospital in Long Beach for 3 weeks.   

Carrie and I visited her at the hospital.  She told us she knew she was going to die but she wanted to come home.  She looked very sick.   At first the doctor would not consider her discharge from the hospital.  Her condition improved and after 3 weeks the doctor agreed to grant her wish.  

Eddie was working at North American Aviation at the time.  He made the arrangements for Ma’s flight home though the traffic department of North American Aviation.  I went to California and stayed overnight at Eddie’s house.  The next morning we went to the hospital.  Albert, Eddie and Manny all went to the hospital to bid Ma good-bye.  I rode with Ma in the ambulance that took Ma to the airport in Los Angeles.  

It was a TWA flight.  The first 3 seats in the first class in back of the pilot’s cabin had been removed and a bed set up in their place.  A heavy gray curtain was set up all around the bed so Ma could travel in complete privacy.   I sat in a chair by her side just outside the curtain.   Ma and I boarded the plane before anyone else.  The ambulance crew brought Ma aboard on a stretcher and transferred her to the bed.  

The stewardesses were very attentive throughout the flight and the pilot came out twice to ask me if everything was all right with Ma.  We had a very good flight.   When we were nearing Boston the stewardess informed me that the pilot had received work that the ambulance was already waiting for Ma in Boston.  Carrie had made arrangement for the ambulance there.  We were the last passengers off of the plane.  

It was a long ride to North Dartmouth because the plane arrived just before 5 O’clock and the traffic was atrocious.  When we arrived at Faunce Corner Road, the ambulance crew said Ma’s pulse was racing.  They kept monitoring her pulse on the trip home.  They felt Ma should go to the hospital to be seen by her doctor after the long trip.  MA was taken to the Doctors Hospital in New Bedford where she died 3 weeks later.  
I regret that I have no information on when our father came to America on the name of the ship he came on.  I deeply regret that I did not ask more questions about their livers and their families while our parents were alive.  

These are some of the facts in our lives  as I remember them and was told by our mother.  

Written by Lidwina – May 1993

WORLD WAR 1 MILITARY SERVICE


 Patrick H. Harrington was inducted into the Army Air Corps and assigned to the China, Burma, India Theater of Operations.  He served in Delhi, India; Warazup, Burma; and Kunning, China  He came back home suffering from Multiple Sclerosis and spent the last four years of his life at the Jamaica Plain Veterans Administration Hospital in Boston.  He was totally paralyzed when he died.

Ernest R. Clattenburg was inducted into the army and served on Kodiak Island, a bleak, bitter cold outpost off the coast of Alaska.  Ernest spent many years at the Brockton Veterans Administration Hospital, the result of his military service.  
Edward Queen was a fighter pilot in the Army Air Corps.  He lost his life when his plane was shot down over Germany.  

Arthur Sylvia was drafted when he was 18 years old.  He was assigned to the Infantry.  He fought as a machine gunner all through the North Atlantic Campaign and then to Italy.  While fighting in Casino, Arthur and two other soldiers were manning a machine gun when a German sniper on the hill overhead threw a grenade down on them.  Arthur’s two companions were killed.  Arthur lay on the ground for 12 hours before the medics found him severely wounded and unconscious.   His parents were devastated when they received a telegram saying he had been killed in action.   The next day a telegram arrived saying “The War Department regrets the deplorable error ---- Arthur was alive but wounded.  He spent about a year at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington D.C. recuperating from his wounds and receiving therapy so he could walk again.  

THE RAMOS FAMILY

By Lidwina Ramos Harrington
Father – Custodio Sousa Ramos.  Born April 19.1887 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


   Died in North Dartmouth on March 16, 1928  Cause of death Mayocarditis 

Mother – Maria Augusta Bettencourt.  Born June 3 1892 in Graciosa, Azores.  Died in New Bedford at “Doctor’s Chronic Hospital.”  Cause of Death – Acute Coronary Occlusion, Coronary Sclerosis, Cerebral Thrombosis, Diabetes Mellitus.  

They were married at Mount Carmel Church in New Bedford, MA on November 28, 1912

Both are buried at St John’s Cemetery, New Bedford, MA

Grandparents Paternal:  Joăo  Sousa Ramos 

                         Anna (maiden name unknown)

Grandparents – Maternal – Joăo Bettencourt 
                                            Francisco (maiden name unknown) either Laboa or Labao

Both sets of grandparents died and are buried in Graciosa, Azores
Children-
                Lidwina -  Born December 15, 1913 in New Bedford, MA died  on November 13, 1996 Cause of Death:  Pancreatic Cancer.  Buried St Joseph’s Cemetery  in Kingston, MA 

                 Albert – Born February 14, 1915 in New Bedford, MA Died January 1, 1992  

Cause of Death:  Heart Failure after a long battle with Emphysema.  Albert is buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Cypress, California

                  Edward – born May 18, 1917 in New Bedford, MA Died on October 9, 1987 at Medical Center Convalescent Hospital 467 E Gilbert Street in San Bernardino, CA.  Cause of Death – First Alzheimer ’s disease.  Second Acute Cardiac Arrest following many years of Atherosclerotic Heart Disease.  Generalized Arteriosclerosis 

Edward and his wife are buried in Rose Hills Memorial Park I Whittier, CA

Carolina – Born September 15, 1919 in New Bedford, MA Died at age 7 months in New Bedford, MA Cause of Death – Acute Bronchitis.  The family was living at 106 Sagamore Street in New Bedford, MA.  Carolina is buried at St John’s Cemetery in New Bedford, MA 
Manuel – born May 29, 1922 in Dartmouth, MA The family was living on Division Road in Dartmouth, MA 

Caroline – Born February 15, 1926 the family was living at Faunce Corner Rd North Dartmouth
Lidwina married Patrick H Harrington on November 10, 1943 in St Johns the Baptist Church in New Bedford, MA Patrick died July 17, 1964 cause of death Multiple Sclerosis

Children
Daughter – Mary Ellen born May 18, 1945 in St Lukes Hospital, New Bedford, MA 

Albert married Sophie Galus in Tauton, MA January 1939

Children:

Mary born July 25, 1939 at 147 Faunce Corner Rd North Dartmouth, MA

Alberta – born May 17, 1941 at 147 Faunce Corner Rd North Dartmouth, MA 

Albert Jr  - born January 17, 1943 in Acushnet Hospital, Acushnet, MA 

Robert Joseph – born December 13, 1945 in Acushnet Hospital, Acushnet, MA 

Richard Paul – born August 8, 1950 in Acushnet Hospital, Acushnet, MA 

Theresa Ann – born January 4, 1953 in St Lukes Hospital in New Bedford, MA

Albert and Sophie were divorced in 1954.  He married Harriet Hambly in California.  They had one son Alan, born in California.  Albert and Harriet were divorced.  He married and divorced Dorothy.  In later years he married Myrna Rocillo with whom he was living at the time of his death.  
Edward married Elizabeth Owen at Smith Mills Congregational Church in North Dartmouth, MA in 1934.  

Children:

Elizabeth born May 1935 in New Bedford, MA 

Ruth born September 18, 1937 in New Bedford, MA 

Edward and Elizabeth were divorced.  He married Geraldine Young in California 

Children :  Roland born in 1950  in California 

Manuel – Married Angie Mae Martin in St Georges Church in Westport, MA in 1945 

Children:

Robin born August 16, 1952 in Artesia California 

Granddaughter Rebecca Thomas born July 27, 1971 in Colorado Springs, Colorado

Manual and Angie were divorced,  He married Catherine in Las Vegas, Nevada 

Catherine died of cancer on August 17, 1983 Coast Bay, Oregon 

Manuel married Karen Rasmussen on October 10, 1987 in Gold Beach, Oregon 

Caroline – Married Ernest Ralph Clattenburg on October 7, 1946 in St John the Baptist Church in New Bedford, MA 

Children :

James Ernest  born April 29, 1950 in St Lukes Hospital in New Bedford.  James died as a result of an automobile accident on October 9, 1954.  He is buried in St John Cemetery New Bedford, MA 
Helen Mary born July 25, 1952 in St Lukes Hospital, New Bedford, MA Helen died at birth and is buried in St John’s Cemetery in New Bedford, MA 

Ann Marie born December 12, 1954 in St Lukes Hospital in New Bedford, MA

Peter James born August 16, 1956 in St Lukes Hospital in New Bedford

Carolyn Helen born October 12, 1958 in St Lukes Hospital in New Bedford

Caroline and Ernest ere divorced on December 6, 1962

Our father had one sister and two brothers:

Sister – Maria Ramos – married Ramiro Bettencourt.  They came to America and settled in California

Brother – Joăo – lived in Graciosa 
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